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1. (TWICE AMENDED) A stackable crate for holding and transporting products 
comprising: 

a side wall integrally formed with a bottom surface, the side wall formed so 
that at least a portion of an opening in the crate at a first distance from the bottom 
surface has a larger dimension than the bottom surface; and 

a drag rail formed on an underside portion of the bottom surface and 
positioned inward of an outer peripheral support surface of the crate, the side wall 
formed so that a top surface of the side wall would contact an outer peripheral 
support surfece of a like crate stacked thereon, 

wherein a portion of an inner surface of the side wall at the first distance 
from the bottom surface is formed to reduce the dimension of the crate opening in at 
least one selected area so as to provide a tighter fit with a drag rail of the like crate 
stacked thereon. 

32, (AMENDED) First and second identical stacked crates for holding and 
transporting products each comprising: 

a side wall integrally formed with a bottom surface, an inner surface of the 
side wall moving outwardly from a vertical plane as the side wall extends upwardly 
from the bottom surface to enlarge an opening of the crate at a first distance from the 
bottom surface^ at least one selected area of the side wall at the first distance from 
the bottom surface comprising a portion of the inner surface of the side wall formed 
to reduce the dimension of the crate opening at the at least one selected area; 

a drag rail extending from an underside portion of the bottom surface, the 
drag rail positioned inward of an outer peripheral edge of the crate; and 
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the first crate supported on a top surface of the side wall of the second crate 
with the drag rail of the first crate positioned inward of the side wall and the at least 
one selected area of the second crate so as to provide a tighter fit between the drag 
rail of the first crate and the at least one selected area of the second crate. 

35. (AMENDED) A stackable crate for holding and transporting products 
comprising: 

a plurality of side walls generally perpendicular to and integrally formed 
with a bottom surface, an inner surface of each of the side walls moving outwardly 
from a vertical plane as the side wall extends upwardly from the bottom surface to 
enlarge an upper opening of the crate at a first distance from the bottom surface, at 
least one portion of an upper edge of each of the side walls being vertically aligned 
with at least one portion of a lower edge of the each of the side walls; and 

a drag rail formed on an underside portion of the bottom surface and 
positioned inward of an outer periphery of the lower edges of the plurality of side 
walls, 

wherein a portion of the inner surface of at least one of the side walls is 
formed to reduce the dimension of the upper opening of the crate in at least one 
selected area at the first distance from the bottom surface so as to provide a tighter 
fit with a drag rail of an identical crate stacked thereon. 
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